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booK review
new booK for profeSSionalS uSing 
exCel® HelpS Save time anD effort 
of Creating finanCial moDelling 
for buSineSS analySiS
the majority of excel® users are self-taught. they 
often know some of excel®’s advance features such as 
macros, lookup functions, array formulas, pivot tables, 
and data management, yet fail to understand how 
to use them in the context of performing business 
analysis. some do not even realise they are already 
building their own financial models for managing risk, 
planning projects, preparing business proposals, or 
evaluating opportunities. In a new book by Danielle 
stein Fairhurst, ‘Using Excel® for Business Analysis: A Guide 
to Financial Modelling Fundamentals’ is dedicated to 
the principles of best modelling practice to help them 
save a lot of time, effort and anguish in the long run.

‘Using Excel® for Business Analysis: A Guide to Financial 
Modelling Fundamentals’  is designed for professionals 
of all backgrounds and levels of experience looking 
to become familiar with financial modelling, whether 
they are seeking to improve their skills to perform 
better in their current role, or getting a new and better 
job.

“When I started financial modelling in the early 
nineties, it was not called ‘financial modelling’ – it was 
just “using excel® for business Analysis”, and this is what 
I’ve called this book,” says stein Fairhurst, a sydney-
based consultant specialising in financial modelling 
and analysis. “It was only after the new millennium that 
the term ‘financial modelling’ gained popularity and 
became a required skill often listed on analytical job 
descriptions,” she said.

‘Using Excel® for Business Analysis: A Guide to Financial 
Modelling Fundamentals’  presents the key strategies 
for minimising errors, rebuilding an inherited model 
and offers other techniques for ensuring accurate 
robust models. It also covers the often-neglected task 
of presenting model output – the area where many 
modellers spend days or weeks on the calculations 
and functionality – to judge the usefulness of the 
model.

‘Using Excel® for Business Analysis: A Guide to Financial 
Modelling Fundamentals’ is a concise, step-by-step 
guide that presents how a spreadsheet can fulfill a 
variety of purposes, for example, setting out a business 
case, evaluating potential opportunities, or building 
reports and models using excel®. It covers both the 
essential concepts behind financial modelling and the 
practicalities of performing complex analysis. 

the book is bundled with a companion site (www.
wiley.com/go/steinfairhurst) containing additional 
materials to supplement the information in the book. 
more updated materials in the companion site will 
be available at plum solutions website at: www.
plumsolutions.com.au/using-excel-business-analysis.

It is now available in soft cover and e-book formats. 

For details to purchase online at Amazon china and 
Japan, Kinokuniya, mpHonline.com or Wiley.com, visit 
www.wiley.com/buy/9781118132845. n

timeleSS leaDerSHip: 18 leaDerSHip 
SutraS from tHe bHagavaD gita
Whether you are looking for advice to solve your most 
persistent problem or seeking for wisdom in times of 
uncertainly, ‘Timeless Leadership: 18 Leadership Sutras 
from the Bhagavad Gita’ is a unique interpretation of 
an internationally recognised classic that will help you 
deal with discontinuities in life and work. 

unlike technology, ideas do not become obsolete 
with time. In fact, if the idea is great, it becomes more 
valuable as it grows old. In this new book by Debashis 
chatterjee, the author weaves many threads of ideas 
from the wisdom of the ‘Gita’ to shed light on issues 
and challenges for leaders at all levels.

the bhagavad Gita (“song of God”) is revered as 
a sacred scripture of Hinduism, and considered as 
one of the most important religious classics of the 
world. the content of the ‘Gita’ is the conversation 
between Krishna and Arjuna taking place on the 
battlefield before the start of the Kurukshetra war. 
responding to Arjuna’s confusion and moral dilemma, 
Krishna explains to Arjuna his duties as a warrior and 
prince and elaborates on different Yogic and Vedantic 
philosophies, with examples and analogies. this has 
led to the ‘Gita’ being described as a guide to Hindu 
philosophy and a practical, self-contained guide to 
life. other experts have described it as a lighthouse 
of eternal wisdom that has the ability to inspire any 
man or woman to supreme accomplishment and 
enlightenment.

this book details how the sage advice of the 
past can help you deal with the pressures of today’s 
business world in order to better understand and 
implement your vision, make better decisions, 
and much more. It presents the wisdom of the 
ancient world in a readily accessible way to help 
you become a better, more productive and more 
satisfied leader. 

outlining the Abcs of leadership success – 
‘Authenticity’ to your core values, ‘being’ a true leader, 
and ‘convergence’ between where you are and where 
you want to be – the book shows exactly how the 
teachings of the ‘Gita’ can be used to solve life’s most 
puzzling problems. 

Dipak c. Jain, Dean of INseAD said, “Anyone seeking 
clarity about leadership’s ultimate foundation will 
embrace this book.”

the ‘bhagavad Gita’ is as relevant in the boardrooms 
of the twenty-first century as it was on the battlefields 
of ancient India, and ‘timeless Leadership’ brings 
the knowledge of past millennia to today’s business 
leaders, so you can achieve greater success – in the 
workplace and beyond.  n
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