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What’s new in Excel 2016 

Let’s have a look at what’s new in Excel 2016.  

I have given you a copy of this file, so if you’d like to you can open it up and follow along 

with me or you can just watch as I go through it. Here’s one of my favourites which is Flash 

Fill. This was available in 2013 as well but it’s great.  For example, you wanted to just pick up 

the first name of somebody – Nancy, Andrew and then it just automatically populates. If I hit 

enter it will just put them all in there. If I hit Ctrl Z to undo, I can do that again. If I just want 

to pick up the domain name for example, there we go and it just picks up the domain name. 

Or you could say I want to have N. Freehaufer, A. – and there we go. It picks up the syntax of 

what you’re trying to do and fills it in.  

Here’s another one that was available also in 2013. It’s called Quick Analysis. Just highlight 

the data like that and it comes up with this here and you can very quickly analyse the data. 

You can use data bars, colour scales, you can put in some icons, that hasn’t changed very 

much from 2013 and you can put in some spark lines, tables all from quick analysis. The idea 

is that is makes it very easy for you to quickly analyse the data.  

You might also notice in 2016 at the top, there is a Touch/Mouse Mode. That is new 2016 

and if you click on that it will make it much easier for you to use the touchpad laptop. I’m 

using a touchpad laptop here. It’s not something I would recommend with Excel. It’s not 

very good ergonomically. It’s always better to be using your keyboard shortcuts as much as 

you can. Don’t use the scrollbar. To be hitting a touchpad like that is not particularly helpful 

when you are using Excel. But sometimes you may choose to use a touchpad, perhaps with 

some of the other Microsoft Office tools. 
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Let’s get into something that wasn’t available in 2013. This is a Forecast. If you were to go to 

the data tab and hit Forecast Sheet; that is something that is completely brand new in 2016. 

Hit Forecast Sheet and you can actually have a Confidence Interval of three different ones. If 

I don't want to show that I can get rid of the Confidence Interval like that and say create. 

That is going to create a Forecast based on the historical data which is kind of cool.  

The next one we will have a look at is Pivot Tables. They've added in some more date 

sensitive things into Pivot Tables and Charts. If I were to click on the date here. If you click 

on the Pivot Table, so your fields pop up and then hit the date you can see there, that there 

is plus and minus and the date options appear on your chart. That's new as well. You can say 

plus or minus here, you can say I want to see it in quarters, I want to see it in months or you 

can scroll through like that. That’s something that is new in 2016. 

Here we are getting into the really cool stuff. This is fantastic. I have been waiting for some 

of these charts to come out and Excel has finally done it. It used to be an absolute 

nightmare to create a Waterfall Chart in previous versions of Excel; there were all sorts of 

work-arounds that you needed to do. They have finally made it very, very easy with a 

standard chart. Firstly, let's have a look at a Tree Map which is becoming quite popular as 

well. If you go into Insert, Hierarchy Charts - wherever you've got data that's got hierarchies 

in it, you can use a Tree Map or you could use a Sunburst. A Tree Map looks like that. Let's 

click on that there. What it does is it basically just automatically aggregates your data into 

blocks. If you want to have a play around with these, if you have a version of Excel 2016. If 

you were to add some data in here, say this is a new one here and you can see that it adds a 

new option/colour onto there and it automatically calculates. The Sunburst works in a 

similar way. Go to Insert, Hierarchy and go to Sunburst. It's a similar sort of concept. A good 

idea to play around with your data and figure out what looks best for the data that you've 

got.  

Okay, the moment we've all been waiting for and that's a Waterfall Chart. Go Insert, 

Waterfall Chart here and then you just need to click on one of these, right hand click and set 

as total which will bring it down to there. You just need to go into each of those and set it as 

a total. Have a bit of a play around with those.  
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There are some fantastic new features that are available in 2016. For the purpose of 

Financial Modelling, it really doesn't matter what version you are using. The functions, the 

formulas and all of the things that you loved about Excel are still there and still available but 

they just keep adding some new tools and features which can be useful in Financial 

Modelling. 

 

 

 


